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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GROBY PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, LEICESTER ROAD, GROBY, LEICESTER  

ON 7TH MARCH 2022 COMMENCING AT 7 PM 
 
 

Councillors Present:  Cllr B Rigby (Chair)      Cllr G Baker                   Cllr S Beck      Cllr J Coley          
Cllr E Emmerson        Cllr J Everson-Crane      Cllr K Griffiths      Cllr E Hollick                  
Cllr S Jones          Cllr C Lincoln   Cllr C Mullins      Cllr P Willis      
Cllr C York        Cllr N Jones 

  
 

    

Also Present:  Parish Clerk 
Deputy Clerk    
Borough Councillor M Cartwright 
County Councillor O’Shea 
Members of the Public – 22 

 
  
COU/179/21-22 Chairman’s Welcome 

 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

 
 
COU/180/21-22 To receive apologies for absence and to record absences 

 
Apologies were received from County Councillor O’Shea. 
 
Recorded Absences 
 
Cllrs H Lindsay and Cllr E Marvin. 
 
 

COU/181/21-22 Declarations of Interest 
 

Cllr T Hollick declared an interest in any item relating to the Village Hall. 
Cllr C York declared an interest in any item relating to the Village Hall and as a Groby CIC 
shareholder. 
Cllr J Everson-Crane declared an interest as a Groby CIC shareholder and as a landowner.  

 

 

Cllr G Baker made a point of order and issued an apology to Cllr S Jones for his conduct at the previous Council meeting. 
Cllr S Jones accepted the apology. 
 
 
COU/182/21-22 Minutes 
 

i.          To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 7th February 2022 
 

An addition to minute reference COU/170/21-22 was circulated to members prior to the meeting. 
 

Further to this amendment, it was RESOLVED with a unanimous decision that the minutes of the 
meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 7th February 2022 be signed by the Chairman as a true and 
accurate record.    
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ii. To approve the closed session minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 7th 
February 2022 

 
Due to the confidential and sensitive nature of these minutes it was agreed that this item should 
be discussed in closed session and deferred to the end of the meeting. 

 
 

iii. To approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 23rd 
February 2022 

 
It was RESOLVED with a majority decision that the minutes of the meeting of Groby Parish Council 
held on 23rd February 2022 be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record. Cllr Coley and 
Cllr Mullins abstained.   

 
 
 
COU/183/21-22 Public Participation 
 

A member of the public enquired as to why his letter regarding Groby CIC was not included under 
correspondence. The letter was read out and the question posed as to why the land was still 
registered to Groby Parish Council. The Clerk gave a summation of recent events regarding Groby 
CIC and confirmed the solicitor had submitted the copy transfer document (TR1) to Land Registry 
however they were still awaiting a response. 

  
A member of the public noted that Persimmon Homes was listed under correspondence and asked 
whether this was in relation to the adoption of land in Cowpen Spinney. Background information 
on this area was given by the member of public and it was advised that given Persimmon Homes 
do not, and have not, maintained the land over many years, it would be unwise and a financial 
liability for Groby Parish Council to consider adoption of this land.  
 
 

COU/184/21-22 Police Report 
   

The police report was noted  
 
COU/185/21-22 County Councillor’s Report  
 

A report from County Councillor O’Shea was included in members’ packs and this was noted. The 
report detailed: 
 

• Temporary Traffic Regulation Order from Groby Road to Ratby Road, Groby commencing on 
4th April for a period of approximately 4 days  

• County Council Tax rise of 3% from April 2022 

• IM properties proposed commercial development, Groby 

• Various scam emails    
 
COU/186/21-22 Borough Councillors’ Report  
 

A report from Borough Councillor Cartwright was included in members’ packs and this was noted. 
The report detailed: 

 

• The proposed IM properties Groby Employment Park and the face-to-face consultation events 
to be held on the 10th March 2022 in the Groby Ex-Servicemen’s’ Club 5pm – 8pm and 12th 
March 2022 at Brookvale Campus 10am-4pm.  

 
Borough Councillor Cartwright also highlighted that the consultation on HBBC’s Draft Local Plan 
ends on 23rd March 2022. 
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COU/187/21-22 Clerk’s Report 
 
  A report was received from the Clerk which detailed: 
 

i. Community Governance Review consultation 

Members were made aware of the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Community 
Governance Review public consultation which has commenced and will run for 12 weeks.  
A copy of the review was included in members packs.  It was AGREED to defer Council’s 
response to a future meeting.  

 

ii. In-house Councillor Training 

It was confirmed that the In-house councillor training course was scheduled to take place 
on 21st March 2022 from 6 – 9pm.  

 

The Chair re-ordered the agenda. 

 

COU/193/21-22 To discuss and consider IM properties proposal for a Groby Employment Park 

 

i. To form a Working Party, consider Terms of Reference and the appointment of 
Councillors onto the working party. 

 Following a lengthy discussion, it was unanimously RESOLVED to form a Working Party. 

Draft Terms of Reference for a Working Party were included in members’ packs. It was 
RESOLVED with a unanimous decision to adopt the Terms of Reference.  

It was further RESOLVED that Councillors Baker, Griffiths, Mullins, Coley, Lincoln, Hollick, 
Everson-Crane and Rigby be co-opted onto the working party.   

Cllr Baker proposed, Cllr Lincoln seconded, and it was RESOLVED with a majority decision 
to elect Cllr Rigby as chair of the Working Party. Cllr S Jones and Cllr B Rigby abstained. 

 

ii. Purchase of two banners at a cost of £150 

It was RESOLVED with a unanimous decision to purchase two ‘Keep Groby Green’ banners 
at a cost of £150 

 

iii. Holding a Parish Meeting  

It was unanimously RESOLVED to hold the Annual Meeting of the Parish on April 21st 2022 
at 7pm at Brookvale Groby Learning Campus. 

 

iv. Letter to stakeholders 

 Cllr Rigby read out a draft letter, which had been prepared to send to stakeholders.  

It was unanimously RESOLVED for the letter to be signed and sent to stakeholders from 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council, Leicestershire County Council and Edward Argar MP. 

 

v. Engagement of a Planning solicitor 

It was proposed that Simon Stanion be engaged as a Planning Solicitor, due having 
previously being engaged by Groby Parish Council and for his extensive local knowledge. It 
was AGREED to defer this matter to the Working Party for further discussion.  
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COU/188/21-22 Correspondence 

 

34. Borough        
Cllr Cartwright 

Request to share 
correspondence received 
from IM Properties 

It was AGREED to forward any correspondence received by 
Council provided that information received was not ‘in 
confidence’ and in accordance with GDPR guidelines. Cllr 
Cartwright AGREED that this be a reciprocal arrangement. 

35. Local Resident Notification of Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee event 
and road closure 

This was noted. 

36. Local Resident Letter to Chairman 
requesting Parish Meeting 
/ Parish Poll 

The Chairman advised that the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
has already been called and the date agreed. Following a 
discussion, and in consideration of the opposition to the IM 
Properties proposal shown through social media, expressing 
the views of local residents regarding the subject, it was 
unanimously RESOLVED not to hold a Parish Poll at this time.  

37.  Persimmon 
Homes 

Adoption of Open Space(s) It was agreed that the Clerk seek out previous correspondence 
with Persimmon Homes.  
It was RESOLVED with a majority decision that the Clerk write 
to Persimmon Homes using the same rationale as previously, 
stating that GPC will not consider adoption of the land until the 
site is made safe and a tree survey carried out. Further that 
GPC would require Persimmon Homes to make a payment to 
cover 5-years maintenance costs. Cllr Lincoln abstained. 

38.  Local Resident Letter of concern 
regarding access to land 
off Wallace Drive 

Borough Councillors Cartwright and Hollick gave an update on 
the situation. It was AGREED to defer this to the Finance and 
General Purposes committee to discuss further. 

 
 
 
 
COU/189/21-22 Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 

i. To approve the minutes from the meeting held on 28th February 2022 
 
It was agreed to amend minute reference F&GP/043/21-22, removing Cllr Beck from apologies 
received.  

 
Further to this amendment it was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 
28th February 2022 by the Chairman as a true record.  

 
 

To discuss and consider the recommendations from the meeting held on the 28th February 2022 
 

ii.  The income and expenditure report, EMR report and bank reconciliation for February 2022 were 
included in members’ packs and these were verified and noted.  
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  iii. A payment schedule was included in members’ packs.  
 

It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the Payment Schedule, detailing net payments of 
£16,965.10 and make all the payments that were presented to the meeting. 
 

Groby Parish Council     

7th March 2022     

PAYMENT SCHEDULE    Amounts paid since last meeting/submitted for approval   

Payee Details 
Net Amount                 

£ 
Vat                           

£ 
Gross                           

£ 

Elas Health & Safety Advisors March 2022                 96.00             19.20            115.20  

PEAC Ltd  Telephone System & Service fee             119.57              23.91           143.48  

Digital 
Communications 

Telephone Line Rental / Calls / 
Broadband 

           38.31                7.66              45.97  

Scottish Power Cemetery electricity  134.29                6.71             141.00  

Various February 2022 Salaries           6,689.15                       -         6,689.15  

HMRC Tax & NI - February 2022          1,721.10                       -         1,721.10  

Leicestershire County 
Council 

LGPS - Pension February 2022         2,187.17  
                              

-    
              2,187.17  

GPC Employees Mileage - February 2022          137.48                       -                    137.48  

GPC Employee 
Van Fuel Re-imbursement (MB) - 
February 

         51.00                       -                 51.00  

GPC Employee Van Fuel Re-imbursement (MB) - March               50.50                       -                50.50  

Pubpay & Stonehenge Payroll Services - February 2022                 20.70                4.14              24.84  

M&BG Ltd Grounds Maintenance - February 2022         1,988.18             397.64         2,385.82  

MAP Waste Waste Collections                95.94               19.19            115.13  

Mixam Printing UK 
Printing of Neighbourhood Plan 
Questionnaire (costs covered by grant 
funding received) 

         1,694.60                       -          1,694.60  

Granart Plaque                 53.00                       -                 53.00  

Granart 
2 x Kerb Plaques, 2 x Garden of 
Remembrance Plaques 

             242.00                       -              242.00  

AM Signs Neighbourhood Plan Banner                 45.00                9.00              54.00  

Sharp 
Photocopier - Mono & Colour Copies: 
31/01/22 - 28/02/22 

                32.90                 6.58               39.48  

Ashenden Tree Works          1,542.96                       -           1,542.96  

George Walker Ltd 
Tanalised timber for damaged steps at 
Cowpen Spinney 

             25.25  5.05               30.30  

     £  16,965.10   £       499.08   £  17,464.18  
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A Receipt Schedule detailing Income of £5,342.10 was included in Members’ packs and this was noted. 
 
 

Groby Parish Council   
7th March 2022   

RECEIPT SCHEDULE                     Amounts received since last meeting  

Name Description Amount        £ 

73rd Leicester Scout Group Annual Rent 50.00 

Groby Juniors Permit Fees/ Line marking & Battery 270.00 

Resident Cemetery Fees 40.00 

HMRC VAT Reclaim Qtr 3 2021/2022 4860.10 

Fishers Permit to Erect a Memorial 122.00 

  Total 5,342.10 

 
 

   iv. Proposed top ‘ring-fence’ £2,500 from EMR Protection of Land in order to provide an 
initial budget to oppose the proposal for a new Groby Employment Park. 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to accept the recommendation and to ‘ring-fence’ £2,500 
from EMR Protection of Land in order to provide an initial budget to oppose the proposal 
for a new Groby Employment Park. 

 

       v. Proposed to not enter into a Festive Lights contract for Christmas 2022 which will 
provide a cost saving of approximately £9,000 to be put towards this budget in 
2022/23.  

 

 A discussion ensued as to how well received the Christmas Lights display was throughout 
the village and the possibility of scaling-back the display rather than having no display at 
all. It was AGREED to defer this item to a future meeting. 

 
        vi. To approve the payment of outstanding solicitors fees 
   

The Chairman advised members that it had come to Council’s attention that there was an 
outstanding Solicitor’s bill of £1298.32 (£1,081.93 excluding VAT), dating back to professional 
services received during the period June 2013 – November 2014. Correspondence between the 
Parish Council and the Solicitors at that time had been verified and Council records checked. The 
Chairman further advised that the Finance & General Purposes Committee unanimously 
recommended that the invoice, due to Josiah Hincks Solicitors, is paid in full, in order to clear 
Council’s name and reputation.” 

 
It was RESOLVED by a majority decision to pay £1,298.32 outstanding to Josiah Hincks.   
Cllr S Jones abstained. 

 
 
Cllr Rigby left the meeting at 8.30pm, Vice-chair Cllr Lincoln chaired the meeting. 
 
COU/190/21-22 To discuss and consider a response to the External Auditor 
 

It was RESOLVED that due to the sensitive and confidential nature of this item, that this be discussed 
in Closed session. 
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COU/191/21-22 To consider adoption of a new Code of Conduct  
 

It was AGREED for this item to be deferred to a future meeting once the Councillor training had 
taken place. 

 
Cllr Rigby re-joined the meeting at 8.50 pm 
 
COU/192/21-22 To discuss and consider adoption of a social media policy and to create a Groby Parish Council 

Facebook account 
 

A draft social media policy was included in members’ packs.  
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt the social media policy and create a Groby Parish Council 
Facebook account. 

 
 
COU/194/21-22 To discuss and consider submission of comments on HBBC’s Draft Local Plan  
 

It was RESOLVED that due to the sensitive nature of this item that this be discussed in Closed session. 
 
 
COU/195/21-22 Planning Committee 
 

i. The minutes of the meetings held on 24th November 2021 and 9th February 2022, were included in 
members packs.  

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2021 be  

approved as an accurate record of the meeting and be duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2022 were noted. 
 
 
 
COU/196/21-22 Estates Committee 
 

i. To approve the minutes from the meeting held on 24th February 2022 
 

The minutes of the Estates Committee meeting, held on 24th February 2022, were included in 
members’ packs. 

 
Cllr S Jones confirmed that her apologies for the meeting had been sent and it was agreed to amend 
minute reference EC/038/21-22 to reflect this.  
 
Further to this amendment it was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the 
Estates Committee held on 24th February 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record.  

 
 

To discuss and consider the recommendations from the meeting held on the 24th February 2022 
 

 

ii. EC/044/21-22  To approve the purchase of an additional piece of equipment on Marina Park          
using Section 106 monies  

 
 It was agreed to defer this back to Estates for further consideration. 
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iii. EC/044/21-22  To approve the purchase of a commemorative plaque for the Queen’s Green 

Canopy Tree 
  

It was unanimously RESOLVED to purchase an A4 size commemorative plaque with stakes from the 
Royal British Legion at a cost of £129.16 excl. VAT, for the Queen’s Green Canopy Tree. 
 
 

iv. EC/045/21-22   To revise the Cemetery Schedule of Fees for 2022/2023 
 

A revised Cemetery Schedule of Fees for 2022/2023 was included in members’ packs. 
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to increase the current Cemetery fees by 5% with effect from 1st 
April 2022 and to include a £50 grave-digging charge for cremation plots. 

 
 

 v. EC/045/21-22   To approve a Cremation Plot request 
 

A request regarding a cremation plot in Groby Cemetery was discussed 
 

It was unanimously RESOLVED to grant the Groby Cemetery Cremation Plot request. 
 
 

COU/197/21-22     Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group   
 

i. To receive an update from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and to note the minutes of the 
meeting held on 13th January 2022.  
 
The minutes from the meeting held on 13th January 2022 had been omitted from the meeting packs 
and it was AGREED that these be circulated to all members.  
 
An update from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was received and noted. 
 
Members were informed that the Community Engagement Questionnaire was now ‘live’ online and 
had been delivered in paper form to all Groby Parish households. The questionnaire was being 
advertised around the Parish and the online version could be accessed by using a QR code or via a 
link on the Groby Parish Council and Groby.org websites.   

 
 

ii. To consider the recommendations of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group including: 
 

• Submitting a response to the IM properties proposal for a ‘Groby Employment Park’ and to 
make a representation to the draft Local Plan including affirmation of support for Policy NAT02 
Green Wedge. 

 
A proposed representation to HBBC’s Draft Local Plan had been drafted by the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group and was included in members’ packs. The response included affirmation of support 
for Policy NAT02 Green Wedge. 
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the response and for the representation to the Draft Local 
Plan to be submitted to HBBC. 
 
 

COU/198/21-22     Permits, Leases and Licences Working Party 
 

i.  To receive an update from the Permits, Leases and Licences Working Party and to consider 
recommendations including: 
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An update from the Permits, Leases and Licences Working Party was received. 

• Approval of the suggested Head of Terms 
The draft Head of Terms for the Proposed Lease of Land by Groby Parish Council to 73rd Leicester 
(Groby) Scout Group were included in members’ packs. 
 
The Permits, Leases and Licences Working recommended that, in agreement with the Scout 
Group, the boundary of the land included in the lease be re-defined and moved to the top of the 
bank.   
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the Head of Terms for the Proposed Lease of Land by 
Groby Parish Council to 73rd Leicester (Groby) Scout Group. It was further RESOLVED that the 
boundary of the land included in the lease be re-defined, by mutual agreement, and moved to 
the top of the bank. 
 

• Engagement of a solicitor to review the proposed revised lease 
The Clerk informed members that Josiah Hincks Solicitors had been contacted, who had advised 
that a review of the proposed revised lease would take approximately 1.5 hours to review at a 
charge rate of £265 per hour. 
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to engage the services of Josiah Hincks Solicitors to review the 
revised lease at an estimated cost of £397.50. 

  
 

COU/199/21-22        To confirm the date and time of the next meeting 
       

The date of the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 4th April 2022 at 7 pm. 
 
 

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously RESOLVED to exclude the public and press from the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 for the 
reason that the nature of the business being discussed was of a confidential and sensitive nature.  

 
 

COU/182/21-22    Minutes 
 

ii. To approve the closed session minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 7th 
February 2022 
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the closed session minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish 
Council held on 7th February 2022 be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.   
 
 

COU/190/21-22 To discuss and consider a response to the External Auditor 
 

The response to the External Auditor was discussed in closed session. It was RESOLVED with a 
majority decision that the detailed response, as discussed, and corresponding documentation be 
sent to the External Auditor. Cllr S Jones abstained. 
 
 

COU/194/21-22 To discuss and consider submission of comments on HBBC’s Draft Local Plan  
 

A draft response to HBBC’s Draft Local Plan was circulated to members at the meeting, which was 
discussed in closed session. It was RESOLVED that the response be submitted to Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council as Council’s representation to the draft Local Plan. It was further 
RESOLVED for a delegated group of GPC Councillors to meet with HBBC representatives, prior to the 
consultation deadline of 23rd March 2022, to verbalise and follow-up Groby Parish Council’s 
response.  
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COU/200/21-22    To receive an update on Staffing and to discuss associated matters 

    Staffing matters were discussed in closed session. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.55 p.m. 
 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………….……………………..             Date:……………………........... 


